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Mandated Reporter Presentation Objectives

Understand how 
mandated reporter 
laws affect you

1

Define the five 
categories of abuse 
and the related 
indicators

2

Describe the process 
for responding to a 
disclosure of child 
abuse

3

Follow the basic 
procedure for 
reporting suspicions 
of child abuse

4



Who Are Mandated Reporters?

• Section 19-7-5 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated, relating to reporting 
of child abuse, designated several 
categories of individuals as mandated 
reporters, who “ having reasonable cause 
to believe that a child has been abused 
shall report or cause reports of that 
abuse to be made.”

• All child service organization personnel 
are mandated reporters

You are a mandated reporter 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week!



Categories of 
Abuse



Neglect

The failure of a parent, guardian, or other 
caregiver to provide for a child’s basic needs.

This can also include a failure to protect a 
child from a known risk of harm or danger.



Indicators of 
Neglect Include: 

• Is frequently absent from school

• Lacks basic needs

• Constantly hungry

• Begs or steals food or money

• Lacks needed medical or dental care, 
immunizations, glasses, etc. 

• Is consistently dirty and has severe body odor

• Lacks sufficient clothing for the weather

• Abuses alcohol or drugs

• States that there is no one at home to provide care

• Poverty vs. neglect



CPS 
Guidelines 
for 
Supervision

Children 8 years and 
younger should not be 

left alone

Children between ages 
9-12, based on 

maturity, may be left 
alone for brief periods 

of time

Children 13 years and 
older, who are at an 

adequate level of 
maturity, may be left 

alone and may perform 
the role of babysitter, as 
authorized by a parent, 

for up to 12 hours

These guidelines 
assume that a child’s 
age is equivalent to 

his/her developmental 
level. Maturity should 
always be taken into 

account



Physical Abuse

The non-
accidental physical 
injury of a child



Indicators 
of Physical 

Abuse 

• Has unexplained burns, bites, bruises, 
broken bones, bald patches, or black eyes

• Has fading bruises or other marks 
noticeable after an absence from school

• Seems frightened of the parents and 
protests/cries when it is time to go home

• Shrinks at the approach of adults

• Reports injury by a parent or another 
adult caregiver

• Withdrawn or aggressive behavior

• In GA, corporal punishment is legal, 
abuse is not!



Sexual Abuse

Anything done with a child for the sexual 
gratification of another person

Includes touching offenses: fondling, sodomy, 
rape

Includes non-touching offenses: child 
prostitution, indecent exposure and 
exhibitionism, utilizing the internet as a vehicle 
for exploitation 



Some Indicators 
of Sexual Abuse 
Include: 

• Has difficulty walking or sitting

• Discomfort in genital area, frequent 
infections

• Suddenly refuses to change for gym to 
participate in physical activities

• Reports nightmares or bedwetting

• Experiences a sudden change in appetite

• Demonstrates bizarre, sophisticated, or 
unusual sexual knowledge or behavior

• Becomes pregnant or contracts a sexually 
transmitted disease

• Runs away

• Withdrawal or depression



Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children

Sexual activity involving a child in 
exchange for something of value or 
treating a child as a commercial 
sexual object

Involves prostitution, gang based 
sexual involvement, interfamilial 
pimping, and internet-based 
exploitation



Commercial 
Sexual 
Exploitation of 
Children

• Branding or tattooing

• Older boyfriend/girlfriend, or 
male/female friend

• Withdrawn and tired

• Large amounts of money

• Inappropriate dress or poor 
hygiene

• Runaway or lack of adult 
supervision/support



Emotional 
Abuse

A pattern of behavior that impairs a child’s 
emotional development or sense of self worth

Can include rejections, shameful forms of 
punishment, terrorizing, withholding physical and 
emotional contact, having developmentally 
inappropriate expectations



Indicators of Emotional 
Abuse

• Shows extremes in behavior

• Inappropriately adult or infantile

• Is delayed in physical or emotional 
development

• Reports a lack of attachment to the parent



What to do When 
a Child Discloses



Types of 
Disclosures

• Indirect Disclosure

• “The babysitter keeps bothering me.” or “Mr. 
Jones wears funny underwear.”

• Disguised Disclosure

• “I know someone who is being touched in a 
bad way.”

• Disclosures with Strings Attached

• “I have a problem, but if I tell you about it, you 
have to promise not to tell.”



What to do When a 
Child Discloses

• Find a private place to talk with the child

• Reassure the child 
• “I believe you”,  “I am glad you told me”

• Listen openly and calmly
• Keep your emotions and nonverbal cues as             

neutral as possible

• Write down the information just as the child has 
stated it

• Do not ask leading or blaming questions
• “Why didn’t you stop him?”, or “Did she hurt your 

brother too?”



What to do When a 
Child Discloses

• Do not make promises to the child

• Respect the child’s need for confidentiality

• Report the suspicion to the building’s 
designee



How to Make 
a Report

• If you have a suspicion of child abuse or 
neglect during school hours: 

• Notify your school’s designee as soon as 
possible

• Each building’s primary designee is the 
school counselor; secondary designee is 
administration

• Do not notify parents/guardians that a 
report has been made

• If you have a suspicion of child abuse or 
neglect outside of school hours: 

• Call 1-855-GA-CHILD (1-855-422-4453)



How to Make a 
Report:

Suspicions MUST be reported within 
24 hours to building designee

• Please aim to report within 30 minutes of 
suspicion

Please make reports in person

• Avoid reporting to designee via email

Only reasonable suspicion is needed 
to make a report

• Mandated reporters are NOT investigators



Board Policy on Mandated Reporting

• The board of education acknowledges its obligation to provide for the 
protection of children whose health and welfare are adversely affected and 
threatened by the conduct of those responsible for their care and 
protection.”… “Any person or official required by Georgia law to report a 
suspected case of child abuse who knowingly and willfully fails to do so shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and may be punished.”





Presentation Objectives

Understand the 
essential components 
of title IX

1

Know who holds the 
responsibility to take 
action on Title IX 
complaints

2

Learn when an 
investigation is 
necessary

3

Understand the 
requirements of 
reporting and scope 
of activity

4

Know when Title IX 
applies

5

Know the 10 steps of 
conducting an 
investigation

6















REPORTING REQUIREMENTS & SCOPE OF ACTIVITY

• Supervisors and Managers (Report to Ms. Joi Martin – Deputy Coordinator) 
• Mandated to report harassment or other misconduct of which they are aware. 

• Dr. James McCarter - Coordinator should be notified and informed. 

Abuse or suspected abuse of minors
• All employees are required to report abuse or suspected abuse of minors consistent with the 

laws of Georgia. 
• Report to the school level administrator or a decision maker with authority  unless they are the 

accused. 

Scope of Activity/Educational Program
• All certified and classified staff members will receive Title IX training at the school level
• All students will receive Title IX training during school policy and practice reviews










